CHAPTER VIII

A BRIMSTONE OF A VOTE

Sarah's influence on Maryborough - her temper and his patience
-parsimony and meanness-a political wife-a case of
jealousy.

ANNE'S unwillingness to part with Haxley was to
some extent influenced by the fact that he had an
advocate at Court in the Queen's unobtrusive
friend and dresser, the red-nosed Abigail Masham,
and that by this time Anne had taken Mrs.
Masham as her confidante, while her intimate
friendship with Sarah Marlborough was a thing
of the past.   This, however, was a minor factor in
the situation, for we have long learned to despise
the simple explanation which attributes Marl-
borough's rise to power in 1702 solely to his wife's
friendship with Queen Anne or his ultimate fall
in 1711 to Sarah's loss of Anne's affection.   Marl-
borough became the Allied Commander-in-Chief
by reason of his own abilities and he lost his posi-
tion chiefly because he was opposed to making
peace when the country wanted peace.    Sarah's
place in Marlborough's life was different, though
equally important.    She helped to mould his
character as a domineering wife can.   He was in
fact the henpecked husband par excellence.    He
acquired his monumental patience in the hard
school of his own home.

Marlborough had married out of passion in-
spired by the youth, beauty and vitality of Sarah
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